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TRAVEL INTENTIONS OF AMERICANS IN 1977 


A. INTRODUCTION 

1977 was the third year the Canadian Government Office of Tourism had 
commissioned a series of questions about the vacation travel intentions of 
Americans on the February ‘Survey of Consumer Attitudes". The "Survey of 
Consumer Attitudes'' is conducted quarterly by the Survey Research Center at 
the University of Michigan among a sample of approximately 1,100 American 
adults. The interviews are conducted by telephone. 

CGOT, working closely with the Survey Research Center revised the question- 
naire this year. Some questions were eliminated and other added, such as, a 
question on the distance travelled, whether families were spending more or 
less on vacation travel than previously, and whether respondent intends to take 
a weekend trip. 

Highlights of the survey results were released earlier in 1977. This 
report serves as a complete summary of the results. 

B. VACATION TRIP INTENTIONS IN 1977 

The survey revealed a slight decrease since 1976 ïin the intention to take 
a vacation trip. Fifty-nine percent of American consumers said they probably 
will take a vacation trip of at least 100 miles away from home this year and 
another 10% say there is an even chance. Seventeen percent of the respondents 
indicated that they intended to take two vacation trips and 57% said that they 
intended to take three vacation trips during the next twelve months. Forty- 
nine percent of the trip takers say that they will be away from home for six to 
15 nights and of those respondents who said their trip would last less than one 
week 21% said they considered it as a weekend trip. All of the respondents 


who were going to Canada for less than a week were going as a weekend trip. 


1. Intended Destinations 

Consumers reste where they indended to go on their vacation trips. 
The overwhelming popular vacation destinations were the Southern region of the 
United States, attractive to 287 and California, attractive to 117 of vacationers. 
The United States accounted for 827 of the intended vacation destinations, Canada 
3% and other foreign countries 7%. The intention to visit Canada is at its 
lowest level since the vacation questions were first asked in February, 1975. 

The following table compares actual vs intended destinations over the 
three years of the survey. Only two comparisons can be made. These are between 
actual and intended trips between 1975-76 and 1976-77. In 1976 intentions did 
not match up very well with actual trips reported in February 1977. The impact 
of the Bi-Centennial on domestic travel was very great. Canada and other foreign 
destinations suffered. The author believes that continuation of this survey will 
reveal a closer comparison between actual and intended trip destinations. 


A COMPARISON OF ACTUAL AND INTENDED 


DESTINATIONS 
1977; Survey 1976 Survey 1975 Survey 
Intended Actual Intended Actual Intended Actual 


TripiNext. sTripolLastwTripeNextm TripalLastaulTrip, NextaoTrip: Last 
12 months 12 months 12 months 12 months 12 months 12 months 


—————— rt ts nn es nine 


(765) (569) (844) (755) (769) (700) 
United States 827 947 787 867 797 82% 
Canada A 327 DZ 717 F4 1 
Foreign Countries 
Other than Canada 17 22 97 87 97 107 
Don't know 87 0 67 0 67% 0 


Unfortunately, from an analysis standpoint, the sample who intend to visit 
Canada is so small (23) that almost no analysis can be done on trips to Canada. 
It appears that most Americans who are planning on visiting Canada are doing so 
because they have been before and enjoyed it or are visiting friends or doing a 
specific activity such as boating, camping, etc. Nearly eight percent of the 


respondents did consider taking a vacation trip to Canada during the next twelve 


months but nearly three quarters of them have opted for a different destina- 
tion. À similar question was asked on CGOT's "U.S. Tracking Study" but (in 
that study) a higher proportion had thought about’ Canada and then changed 


their mind. 


2. Season of Intended Trip 

The following table shows the distribution of intended trips amongst the 
seasons. For those respondents who intend to take more than one trip the 
summer is the most popular month for the first trip reported but for second and 
third trips the Fall and Spring seem to be relatively more popular. 


SEASON OF INTENDED TRIPS 


TripeT TÉLOMEL CÉdD'OLLT 
(1,097) (1,097) 65097) 
Spring 1977 147 UYA 17 
Summer 1977 397 62 17% 
Fall 4977 17 32 # 
Winter 1977/78 A 17 # 
No trip estimated : 367 867 967 


* less than 17 
3. Mode of Travel 

Looking at the intended mode of travel for the first reported trip the 
automobile is the most preferred mode. Sixty-six percent say they will take 
this vacation trip by automobile (mobile homes, camper, trucks, motorcycles, 
etc.). Twenty-two percent indicate that they will fly on their vacation Pain 
Since the survey was begun in 1975 the percentage of travellers driving has 
decreased by four percent and there have been slight increases in those intending 
to travel by plane and bus. Eleven percent of the respondents said that they 
intend to purchase a package tour for this trip. This is not significantly 
different from the responses to the question a year ago. Canada is very low 
as a package destination compared with the Caribbean, overseas countries and 


the Southern Region of the U.S. 


SPP 


A COMPARISON OF MODES OF TRANSPORTATION 


Trip Intentions 
1977 Survey 1976 Survey 1975 Survey 


(765) (822) (769) 
Driving (car, camper, truck, 
mobile home) 66% 667 707 
Bus 47 2% 37 
Train x # V7 
Plane 22% 24% 207 
Drive/Plane % 27 # 
Plane and Bus/Train/Boat * % % 
Boat # 2% —— 
Other 17 * 27 
Dk. 2% 27 32 


* less than 17 
-- Boat included with other 


4. Intended Vacation Expenditures 

When asked whether they thought they would spend more, lèss or about the 
same amount of money on vacation travel in the next 12 months compared with the 
previous year 437% said they would spend more, 387 about the same and only 18% 
said they would spend less. Almost 100 percent of those respondents who said 
they will spend more also said that they expected prices to go up in the next 
year. However, 387 also said they thought they would be better off financially 
in a year's time. Therefore, vacationers are not necessarily going to spend 
more because of increased costs. It could be because they expect to have more 
discretionary income. 
C. VACATION TRIPS TAKEN DURING THE PAST TWELVE MONTHS 

Fifty-four percent of the respondents indicated that they actually took a 
vacation trip away from home during the previous twelve months compared with 
58% in the 1976 survey and 527 in the 1975 survey. As was discussed in 
Section B.1. destinations were the United States, 947, Canada, 37, foreign 
countries other than Canada, 37. Travel within the United States in 1976 was 
very high. The following table shows very clearly how Canada.and other foreign 


destinations were replaced with U.S. destinations in 1976. 


SATA 


ACTUAL TRIP DESTINATIONS 


1977 Survey 1976 Survey 1975 Survey 
(569) (755) (700) 
United States 947 867 82% 
Canada 37 72 12 
Foreign countries other than Canada DZ 82 107 


1. Mode of Travel 

Seventy-three percent of the vacation travellers said that they drove on 
this trip; twenty-one percent said they went by air. The following table 
indicates that there has been very little change since 1975 in the mode of 
travel and, as well, there are no significant differences between actual and 
intended trips over the years. 


MODE OF TRAVEL FOR ACTUAL AND INTENDED TRIPS 


1977 Survey 1976 Survey 1975» Survey 
Intended Actual Intended Actual Intended Actual 
Trip Next ‘Trip LastwIrip Next Trip Last '/FripoNexe "Trip Last 
Mode of Travel 12 months 12 months 12 months 12 months 12 months 12 months 
(765) (597) (822) (155) (769) (769) 
Driving (car, camper, 
truck, mobile home) 66% 187 667 707 707 PE A 
Bus 47 47 24 27 da DA 
Train x d7 # x 17 # 
Plane 22% 247 247 PAL 207 207 
Drive/Plane * * 27 32 * PA 
Plane and Bus/Train/ 
Boat # x x 2% # eZ 
Boat # * 27 # — — 
Other 14 % % * 272 22 


* less than 17 
- Boat included with other 


2. Vacation Expenditures 

When asked whether the respondent and his/her family had spent more, less 
or about the same on vacation travel during the past twelve months compared with 
the year before 24% said they had spent more, 197% about the same and only 117 
said they had spent less. Although there is no proven correlation between 
vacation expenditures and prices almost 507 of the respondents said that the 


prices of things that they buy have gone up during the previous twelve months. 


3. Consumers Remain Optimistic 

In February, 1977 the Index of Consumer Sentiment stood at 87.5. 
Consumer sentiment has remained practically unchanged during the previous 
six months. Of the five index components, attitudes towards buying 
conditions and personal financial attitudes improved in February 1977, while 
attitudes towards business conditions deteriorated somewhat. Opinions about 
buying conditions for large household durables made the largest improvement, 
and are now more favourable than at any time since 1973. Gains in personal 
financial attitudes were centered mainly around expected improvements during 
the next year. Long term business confidence declined somewhat during the 
first quarter of 1977. 

The Survey Research Center summarizes the February survey by saying 
the results indicate a favourable outlook for consumer demand for 1977. 
However, this consumer demand does not appear to translate into increased 
vacation intentions because intentions to take a vacation trip within the 


next twelve months are down slightly from last year. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
University of Toronto 
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